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NNeewwss  aanndd  FFeeaattuurreess  
PPrreessiiddeenntt’’ss  CCoolluummnn  

- Phyllis Murphy 
 
Happy New Year Lakewood Villagers!  I 

hope everyone had a nice holiday 
season.  Now that it is the New Year 

people are starting all of their New Year 
resolutions, why not add one more to your list 
— say hello to someone you don't know each 
day, or make an effort to lend a hand to a 
neighbor. 

 
 continued in next column 

 
 continued from previous column 

 
Also please remember now that the rainy 
season is here to slow down.  
 

CCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss,,  LLiigghhttiinngg  CCoonntteesstt  
WWiinnnneerrss!!  

- Editor 
This year’s winners are: 
 
• Unit 1: 1315 Sandia 
• Unit 2: 710 Jadelake (fabulous lit tree) 
• Unit 3: 333 Greenlake (includes a scene in 

the window) 
• Unit 4: 1285 Manzano (the Grand Winner) 
 
Photos are available on the LVNA web site at 
http://www.lvna.net/Activities/Events/ 
2003_Lighting/2003_lighting.html   
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HHoolliiddaayy  PPaarraaddee  aa  GGrreeaatt  SSuucccceessss!!  
 

- Ursula Syrova 
 
The Lakewood Village annual Holiday Parade 
took place as planned on December 6th.  
Showers were forecast for that day, and all 
involved worried about the parade being 
canceled, as it was the previous December, but 
we were spared the stormy conditions of 2002.  
From the Fremont Union High School Marching 
Band in front to Santa on the big rig wrecker 
bringing up the rear, it was a wonderful show of 
volunteer support from our community and a lot 
of fun too.  Spectators lined the route and 
sweets piled up in the streets as candy-tossing 
participants cruised by. The Sunnyvale Amateur 
Radio Emergency Service provided great 
support, helping organize participants at the 
beginning and providing communication 
between the different parts of the parade. This 
local group uses ham radios and trains to 
provide auxiliary communication with the city in 
case of an emergency. Volunteering to provide 
communications support for our parade is one 
way they train, to our benefit! 
 
The Lakewood Village Neighborhood Association 
thanks all the participants who volunteered their 
time and good natures to make the parade such 
a success: 
 
Sunnyvale Amateur Radio Emergency Service 

• Dennis Mueller 
• Howard Krawetz 
• Joe Peterson 
• Bill Young 
• Bob Gundrum 
• Ralph Erickson 
• Don Stuedeman 

Fremont High School Marching Band 
Fremont High School Choir 
Black Knights Cheerleaders of Fairwood School 
Lakewood School Baton Twirlers 
Fairwood School 
Junior Girl Scouts, troop #399 
Sunnyvale City Council Members 

• John Howe  
• Fred Fowler  
• Julia Miller  
• Ron Swegles  
• Otto Lee  
• Melinda Hamilton 

 
 continued in next column 

 

 
 continued from previous column 

 
Assemblywoman Sally Lieber 
Santa Clara County Sheriff’s D.A.R.E. Shark car 
D.J. Effern 
Gilbert Castro 
Great America Towing 
Leadership Sunnyvale Alumni 
Santa (John Mayer) 
Specialty Waste, Jerry Nabhan 
TW Painting, Tom Watkins 
Virginia Lindstrom of Re/Max Realty 
Mel Anderson (he designed our parade flyer) 
Collie Club, Robin Ackerman 
Little League, Scott Noel 
Sunnyvale Public Safety officials 
Sunnyvale Public Works officials 
Belleswingers Square Dance Club, Natalie Wahl 
Regal Dodge 
Sunnyvale Volkswagen 
Toyota of Sunnyvale 

 
 
 

Welcome, new advertiser! 
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FFrroomm  tthhee  EEddiittoorr’’ss  DDeesskk  
- Editor 

Our Lighting Contest is one of four in the 
Bay Area listed in a new book 
“Holiday Lights: Beautiful Displays to Inspire 
Your Christmas Celebration” is a fun new book 
by David Seidman. Its pages contain photos and 
descriptions of some of the most amazing 
holiday lighting displays around the country and 
the world, and has tips and techniques for 
creating your own displays. It also lists places to 
see holiday lights in dozens of cities and 
regions. In the Bay Area, only four places are 
listed: 
 

• Fremont: Cripps Place  
• Monte Sereno: Danielle Place 
• Palo Alto: Laguna Avenue 
• Sunnyvale: Lakewood Village  

 
Congratulations, Lakewood Village! Details on 
http://www.lvna.net/Resources/Reading_List/re
ading_list.html 
 
Correction 
In the article about city trees in the December 
Villager, the name of the City of Sunnyvale 
arborist was misspelled.  The correct name is 
Loren Wiser.  Please accept our apologies! 
 
To contact the Editor of The Villager… 
Send your letters to the editor, articles, 
comments, and corrections by email to 
editor@lvna.net, by FAX to (408) 738-2821, or 
by postal mail to LVNA Villager, c/o Brian 
Smithson, 1104 Burntwood Court, Sunnyvale 
CA 94089.  
 

TThhiiss  MMoonntthh  iinn  LLaakkeewwoooodd  HHiissttoorryy……  
- Brian Smithson 

 
46 years ago: In 1958, 

the Lakewood 
Village Resident’s 
Association 
(LVRA) was 
formed. The LVRA 
is the predecessor to today’s LVNA. 

 
44 years ago: In 1960, the “Grog and Vittle 

Shoppe” opened. This establishment 
later became the “Lakewood Lounge” 
and continued in business under that 
name for some 40 years. 

 
35 years ago: In 1969, at the request of the 

LVRA, 4-way stop signs were finally 
installed at intersections near Lakewood 
Village’s schools. 

 
16 years ago: In 1988, Sunnyvale launched its 

Neighborhood Preservation Program, 
amid some controversy, initially 
targeting four neighborhoods: Raynor 
Park, Orchard Gardens, Morse Madrone, 
and Lakewood Village. 

 
7 years ago: In 1997, the City of Sunnyvale 

approved plans for renovations of Dick’s 
Lakewood Shopping Center. 

 
Share your history! 
Are you a long-time resident of Lakewood 
Village? Do you have old photographs, real state 
brochures, newspaper clippings, or old 
LVRA/LVNA newsletters sitting in your garage? 
I’ll copy items and return the originals. Call 
738-5939 or email editor@lvna.net.   
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OOppiinniioonnss  aanndd  
EEddiittoorriiaallss  
                                           

HHoommeelleessss  oorr  aa  CChhooiiccee  
- Craig Crawford 

 
I was perplexed by a story last month about the 
homeless and how the author was feeling sorry 
that they did not have a home and then blaming 
everyone else for the homelessness’ problem. 
You make choices in this life and where and how 
you live are some of them. Most of the 
homeless are there because of choices made in 
life. And I resent having to pay for bad choices 
made by others. What makes you think that 
they even want a house with the payments, 
upkeep costs and headaches associated with it? 
Anyone that is homeless can find a bed and 
food until they get on their feet. We have a 
hardcore homeless population that doesn’t want 
the traditional American dream, they want to 
live their way and God love them if that’s the 
way they want life. There is no need to have 
guilt for working hard and providing for a family 
and having a nice place to live. The same 
opportunities were available to them. That’s the 
great thing about America; we all start with an 
even playing field, its what you do with it that 
separates us. The next time you see someone 
with a homeless problem invite them into your 
house or give them a ride to a shelter but don’t 
expect my tax dollars to support them.  

 

AAddvveerrttiissee  iinn  TThhee  VViillllaaggeerr  
 

Circulation of 1,700 households in Sunnyvale, 
delivered each month for free. For information 
and rates, please call Pat at 744-1149 or email 
advertising@lvna.net.  

 

  

GGuuiittaarr  BBuumm  
- Craig Crawford 

 
I am not surprised the guitar bum at 7-11 had 
his instrument stolen. Maybe if he had not left it 
where he sits on the sidewalk by 7-11 and was 
not in the bar drinking up what you gave him 
for playing or relieving himself behind the 
building his guitar would not have been stolen.  
I for one don’t appreciate one more bum 
hanging out at 7-11 requesting that we support 
his habits. My kids and wife have told me they 
feel uncomfortable going to 7-11 when he’s 
there due to his stares and comments if you 
don’t pitch into his hat for his getting drunk 
fund. I have seen this same bum at the 101 off 
ramp flailing his arms and coming up to cars 
requesting money. He seems to have all his 
arms and legs, the last time I checked this 
qualified you for most jobs.  Maybe the people 
of Lakewood have such a soft touch that being a 
bum pays well. If you have concerns then call 
public safety 730-7110 and tell them so.  
 

 more Opinions and Editorials on next page 
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KKnnooww  YYoouurr  NNeeiigghhbboorrss  
A cynical look at the informant culture of 
today 

- James Daugherty 
 
Jeff watched closely as the kid in front of him 
slips a candy bar into his back pocket and 
leaves the store. “I know him” he thinks to 
himself. “I’ve seen him at school”. Jeff doesn’t 
say anything to the store clerk. This person is 
important to Jeff for another reason. 
 
Jeff arrives at home and immediately gets on 
his home computer, enters a password, and 
accesses his desktop. He clicks “Start”, 
“Documents”. He finds the file he wants, enters 
another password, and opens a file called 
“chips”. 
 
“Chips” is Jeff’s investment file for a new car, 
college, or his someday fun money. Jeff calls 
this file “chips” because it is his personal 
database of people profiles he hopes to cash in 
on some day. Just like a poker chip. He holds 
people’s lives in his file like poker chips and will 
some day cash them in. Jeff is an informant. 
 
As Jeff builds his file on different people he 
interacts with, he concentrates on 
characteristics of these people, such as do they 
steal, don’t use seat belts when they drive, do 
they speed, do their parents argue, etc. Jeff is 
looking for characteristics that may indicate in 
these persons their likelihood of becoming law 
breakers some day and he wants to be there to 
turn them in for an award. 
 
Jeff smiles. “Number twenty just got on my list” 
he thinks, “maybe I’ll be getting my new wheels 
a year earlier than I expected.” Jeff saves the  
 

 continued in next column 
 

 
 continued from previous column 

 
file and signs off. Mr. McGregor looks most 
promising. He hit his wife twice this month, 
came home drunk three times, and gets a 
disability check in the mace one a month. Jeff 
mumbles to himself that he’ll have to go 
through McGregor’s garbage again soon and see 
if he can fill in some missing account numbers. 
He looks like he might be living beyond his 
means, judging from the clothes he wears and 
the new car every other year. 
 
A few days later, Jeff’s house is hit by the local 
police and the DEA. Several marijuana plants 
were found in his backyard behind the garage 
and child porn was found on his personal 
computer. Jeff and his parents swear they didn’t 
know about the porn, nor did they know about 
the plants behind the garage. Jeff’s parents 
were arrested and charged with multiple 
felonies. They cut a deal with the DAZ that if he 
did not charge Jeff with any crimes, they would 
plead guilty. 
 
Jeff, being only 17, went to live with relatives 
four hundred miles away, and Mom and Dad got 
five years each. The Department of Justice 
under asset forfeiture laws took his parents’ 
house, cars, bank account, and household 
furniture. 
 
You see, the community was watching Jeff too. 
They hacked his computer, and planted the 
marijuana. This community got to buy 
themselves a lot of new things a year earlier 
than they anticipated from the award money 
they got by turning in Jeff and his family. 
 
The next month the community had a block 
party and invited the new owners of Jeff’s used-
to-be house, and their family to it. This new 
family has a 17-year-old son who also likes 
computers. 
 
Dear readers: does this scenario bother you? It 
should. Attorney General John Ashcroft 
requested, under the Patriot Act following 
9/11/01, a program of neighbor spying on 
neighbor called TIPS. Luckily, it was soundly 
rejected by Congress.  
 
 
 

 more Opinions and Editorials on next page 
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NNeeww  CCuurrvveess  HHeellppss  LLaakkeewwoooodd  LLaaddiieess  
GGeett  iinn  SShhaappee  

- Mar Junge 
 
Ladies, if your New Year’s Resolution is to lose 
weight and get healthy, check out the new 
Curves on Lawrence Expressway (before 
Arques, in the shopping center after 
McDonalds).  Curves isn’t like other gyms.  The 
program combines cardiovascular and strength 
training on hydraulic workout equipment 
designed especially for women.  The equipment 
and step platforms are arranged in a big circle.  
You never have to wait for a machine because 
you spend only 30 seconds at each station 
before the music cues you to move to the next 
— it’s kind of like a big game of musical chairs 
and you can be in and out of there in less than 
45 minutes!   
 
While you’re exercising, you can talk to other 
women who are struggling to take off those 
extra holiday pounds, share ideas for low-cal 
meals, or just have someone who’s willing to 
listen to what’s going on in your life and tell you 
about theirs.  I’ve made so many friends (and 
lost pounds and inches) since I started working 
out at the Curves on El Camino in Sunnyvale.  
And with all the Curves special activities, there’s 
always something to look forward to.  For 
example, in October Curves had a costume 
contest and in December we watched proudly as 
our toy donations piled up under the Christmas 
tree.  
 
Best of all, now with a new Curves right down 
the street I won’t have to drive 20 minutes into 
town three times a week to work out.  If you 
want to join me at the new Curves sometime, 
email me (Mar) at mar@c3pr.com or call me at 
408-730-8506 and I’ll let you know when I’m 
going that week.  Soon Lakewood’s going to 
have the fittest women in Sunnyvale!  
 

AAnnnnoouunncceemmeennttss!!  
LLVVNNAA  GGeenneerraall  MMeeeettiinngg  
 
All residents of Lakewood Village are 
encouraged to attend this monthly 
meeting.  You will meet some of your 
neighbors, learn about upcoming 

events of special interest to our community, 
have a chance to voice your concerns and 
opinions, and help work towards a better 
neighborhood. Children are welcome. 
 
The next meeting is: 

Date: Wednesday, January 14th  
Time: 7:00 p.m. 
Place: Lakewood Park Building  
 

LLVVNNAA  BBooaarrdd  MMeeeettiinnggss  
 
Any Lakewood Village resident can attend the 
LVNA Board Meetings. If you are interested in 
attending an LVNA Board Meeting, contact the 
LVNA President at president@lvna.net.  
 

LLaakkeewwoooodd  PPoonnyy  BBaasseebbaallll  
- Scott Noel 

 
It’s cold, wet and dreary outside… but if you 
LOVE the game of baseball, you are already 
thinking of spring training, practices and who’s 
going to hit it big this year.  
 
Lakewood has its very own league of future 
Hall-of-Famers for kids ages five and older: 
Lakewood Pony Baseball. Our league is an 
instructional league that focuses on fun and 
learning for the kids. We have teams forming 
now for all age groups. Kids from all over 
Sunnyvale come to play the game, learn the 
basics, build social and sports skills and HAVE A 
GREAT TIME. 
 
In addition to playing ball, we do lots of other 
fun activities, like our annual trip to an A’s 
game where the kids get to go on the real ball 
field and our Closing Ceremonies celebration 
that always ends in a HUGE water balloon 
battle. 
 
Check out the flyer included and contact LPB if 
you have any questions. PLAY BALL!  

 more Announcements on next page 
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YYoouu  CCoouulldd  GGrrooww  UUpp  ttoo  bbee  PPrreessiiddeenntt!!  
- Editor 

 
At the March meeting, we’ll be electing new 
officers for the LVNA. Nominations take place at 
the February meeting. This means that now is 
the time to think about whether you would like 
to participate in the future of your neighborhood 
by becoming an officer of the LVNA. Yes, you. 
 
The LVNA is the best known and most active 
neighborhood association in Sunnyvale. It is 
over ten years old, and its predecessor, the 
Lakewood Village Resident’s Association, was 
founded way back in 1958 — just a few years 
after the neighborhood was originally 
constructed! Among the accomplishments of our 
neighborhood associations has been getting a 
fire station built on our side of 101, challenging 
zoning and commercial proposals that would 
have had an adverse effect on the quality of life 
in Lakewood Village, establishing a successful 
neighborhood improvement partnership with the 
City, and keeping neighborhood traffic issues in 
front of the City Council. 
 
You can become part of this vital and important 
organization, serve your community, and gain 
the experience and satisfaction that comes from 
helping shape the future of this rich and diverse 
neighborhood.  Some of our previous officers 
have gone on to hold elected and appointed 
positions in the City government and school 
district, up to and including Mayor! 
 
So why not consider 2004 to be the year you 
get involved in the LVNA? Contact any of the 
current officers and ask them what they do for 
the LVNA and what they get out of it for 
themselves: 
 

President 
Phyllis 
Murphy 

President 
@lvna.net 

617-0545 

1st Vice 
President 

Ursula 
Syrova 

vicepresident1 
@lvna.net 

738-3092 

2nd Vice 
President 

Thom 
Mayer  

vicepresident2 
@lvna.net 

734-3935 

Secretary 
Skip 
Gottschalk 

Secretary 
@lvna.net 

746-3741 

Treasurer 
Art 
Daugherty 

Treasurer 
@lvna.net 

734-0785 

 
This is your neighborhood, the LVNA is your 
neighborhood association, and you make the 
difference.  
 

 
 

TTeeeennss  CCRRAASSHH  wwiitthh  LLiivvee  BBaannddss  oonn  
JJaannuuaarryy  3300tthh  

- Melissa Junge 
 
Hey teens, come hang out at THE CRASH, the 
best new live music venue for high school teens 
in the Bay Area. Our first Crash for this year is 
Friday, January 30th. Admission is $3 for 
Sunnyvale residents or teens with an ASB Card 
from Fremont, Homestead, Kings Academy, 
Wilcox, or St. Francis High Schools. 
 
Check out pics of past Crashes at 
http://www.thecrashinsunnyvale.com. 
 
The Crash is put together by the City of 
Sunnyvale Teen Advisory Council and the City of 
Sunnyvale Parks & Recreation Department.  It’s 
a program developed by teens for teens, so it’s 
pretty cool.  We’re also having a Snowboarding 
Trip on Saturday the 24th. If you want more info 
or know of a band that’s interested in 
performing, contact Amalia Castelino at (408) 
730-7741 or acastelino@ci.sunnyvale.ca.us  
 
 

 more Announcements on next page 
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NNeeww  CCiittyy  CCoonnttaacctt  MMaattrriixx  
Revised November, 2003 
 

PPRROOBBLLEEMM  CCOONNTTAACCTT  

Life Threatening Emergency CALL 9-1-1 

Non-Life Threatening Situations Public Safety Desk Officer 730-7110 

Nuisance Vehicle, on Public or Private Property  Nuisance Vehicle Hotline 730-7706  

Accumulation Of Junk / Debris Neighborhood Preservation 730-7610   
Barking Dog Complaints Public Safety Desk Officer 730-7110   
Rat infestations County Vector Control 792-5010 
Commercial Vehicle on Private Property Neighborhood Preservation 730-7610   
Commercial Vehicle on Residential Street Public Safety Desk Officer 730-7110   
City Trees   Public Works 730-7505   
Conducting Home Business  Neighborhood Preservation 730-7610   
Dilapidated Fencing   Neighborhood Preservation 730-7610   
Graffiti Graffiti Hot Line 730-7680 
Homeless Complaints Public Safety Desk Officer 730-7110 
Illegal Structures Neighborhood Preservation 730-7610   
Leaf Blower Operation  Public Safety Initial Noise Complaint 730-7110 

Light Rail Problems 321-2300 Santa Clara County Light Rail 
Front Yard Storage Neighborhood Preservation 730-7610   
Obtain Police Reports Public Safety Records 730-7110 
Parking Complaints Public Safety Dispatch 730-7180 
Parking on Street More Than 72 Hours Nuisance Vehicle Hot Line 730-7706  
Persons Living In Vehicles  Public Safety Desk Officer 730-7110   
Rental Housing Complaint Neighborhood Preservation 730-7610   
Run Down Condition Of A Home Neighborhood Preservation730-7610    
Speeding Cars (In Progress) Public Safety Dispatch 730-7180 
Speeding Cars (Not In Progress)  Public Safety Desk Officer 730-7110  
Street Light Repairs Public Works 730-7510 
Sidewalks   Public Works 730-7505 
Street Repairs  Public Works 730-7510 
Street Sweeping (Schedule) Public Works 730-7510 
Suspected Drug Dealings Drug Hotline 245-DRUG 
Traffic Signals Public Safety Dispatch 730-7180 
Vehicle Blocking Neighbor’s driveway Public Safety Dispatch 730-7180 
Animal Municipal Code Violations (In Progress) Public Safety Dispatch 730-7180 
Dead Animals Public Safety Dispatch 730-7180 

Shopping Carts Marion Cart Recovery (408) 725-1010 
Weed Problems Neighborhood Preservation 730-7610   
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LLVVNNAA  OOffffiicciiaallss  

President 
Phyllis 
Murphy 

president@lvna.net 617-0545 

1st Vice 
President 

Ursula 
Syrova 

vicepresident1@lvna.net 738-3092 

2nd Vice 
President 

Thom 
Mayer  

vicepresident2@lvna.net 734-3935 

Secretary 
Skip 
Gottschalk secretary@lvna.net 746-3741 

Treasurer 
Art 
Daugherty treasurer@lvna.net 734-0785 

Newsletter 
Editor and 
Webmaster 

Brian 
Smithson  

editor@lvna.net 

webmaster@lvna.net 
738-5939 

Newsletter 
Production 

Theresa 
Giorno  production@lvna.net 739-8463 

Production 
Backup 

Grace 
Chung production@lvna.net 

(650) 
482-5534 

Newsletter 
Advertising Pat Boyle advertising@lvna.net 744-1149 

Delivery 
(Fairwood) 

Craig 
Crawford 

walkers@lvna.net 736-7371 

Delivery 
(Lakewood) 

Wendy 
Stanley 

walkers@lvna.net 745-1331 

http://www.lvna.net/Miscellany/Contact/contact.html 

  

IInntteerrnneett  LLiinnkkss    

LVNA Web Site http://www.lvna.net 

Lakewood email list http://www.topica.com/lists/lakewoodvillage  

City of Sunnyvale http://www.sunnyvale.ca.gov 

Sunnyvale Library http://www.sunnyvalelibrary.org 

http://www.lvna.net/Resources/Links/links.html 

  

CCaalleennddaarr  ooff  UUppccoommiinngg  EEvveennttss  
What Where When 

Street Sweeping 
Your street – move your 
cars! 

1/13, 1/27 

LVNA General Meeting Lakewood Park Building 1/14, 7pm 

Pediatric Mobile 
Health Clinic 

Lakewood School 1/6, 1/20 
8am – 5pm 

Compost Workshop Sunnyvale Community 
Center Arboretum 

1/10, 
10am-noon 

Household Hazardous 
Waste Drop-off 

Carl Road, near the 
SMaRT Station (dump) 

1/17, 
8am-1pm 

LVNA Villager Editorial 
Deadline 

Contact editor@lvna.net 1/30 

http://www.lvna.net/Resources/Calendar/calendar.html 

  

IImmppoorrttaanntt  PPhhoonnee  NNuummbbeerrss  

Public Safety – Emergency 911 

Public Safety – Non-emergency 730-7100 

Refer to the recently revised 
City Contact Matrix 

on page 8 of this issue. 

http://www.lvna.net/Resources/Phones/phones.html 
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